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cated that the rains were being withheld by the former
king. Two slaves, provided by the king, were sacrificed,
their necks being broken and the blood which exuded from
their mouth and nostrils being caught in a calabash and
poured on the top of the grave of that king who had been
declared to be inhibiting the rains. The formula used was,
" Your grandchild has given you this offering. If it is you
who are withholding the rains then accept the offering and
send us rain that we may harvest our crops and make liba-
tions to you." In the burial hut beside the royal corpse is
always deposited a bag containing the parings of the nails
and the clippings of the hair of the late king, which are
accumulated during his reign.1
A fuller account of the custom of killing the Jukun kings
of Kororofa is given by Mr. H. R. Palmer, a high authority
on the history of Northern Nigeria. According to him,
the Jukun or (as he spells the name) Jukon kings were only
allowed to reign two years and were then killed, until a king
named Agudu enlisted a Hausa bodyguard, and so contrived
to prolong his reign to eleven years. The procedure at the
killing of the king and the enthronement of "his slayer is
reported to have been as follows:
" There was a king made every two years. When a king
had reigned two years it was considered that he had enjoyed
power long enough, and he was compelled to fight with the
senior member of the royal family, who came forward and
challenged him to fight until one of them was killed. The
descent of the kingship did not go from the reigning king to
his sons, but to any children of any deceased king. The
would-be successor, at about the season of the great feast,
used to come into the king's mess suddenly and walk round
and then go out. Of course under ordinary circumstances
this would have been a great affront, but the king understood
that from that time forward the king must guard himself.
At the first opportunity after this the successor attacked the
king. If he killed him, the fight was over for the time ; if
he did not kill him, another of his relations came forward
and challenged the king in the same way. This went on
until someone did kill the king.
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